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This presentation has been prepared with great care. Nevertheless, mistakes may occur. In any 
case, the official publications on the current aeronautical charts, VFR manual and NOTAM are 
authoritative.

All map cutouts are courtesy of swisstopoand not for operational use.

References: 

ÅeVFRManual as of 19.03.2026

ÅStandardized European Rules of the Air (SERA) as of August 2025

ÅVerfügung betreffend Änderung der Luftraumstruktur der Schweiz 2026 vom 17. Dezember 2025

I am happy to receive any feedback.

Flurin Schwerzmann

Airspace Delegate, Segelflugverbandder Schweiz

airspace@sfvs-fsvv.ch



Airspace Classification

ICAO/EASA ATC Clearance Flight Rules

C
Required

VFR and IFRD

E
Not required

G VFR only*

*IFR with FOCA approval



Swiss Airspace Structure

Alps

Swiss Plateau (Mittelland) / Jura



Airspace Golf

Everywhere (except CTR)

GND up to 600m AGL

ÅUncontrolled

ÅVFR and IFR

ÅNo ATC clearance required

ÅOutside of clouds
Å> 300m AGL with transponder ON

G

Swiss Plateau / Jura

Alps



Airspace Echo E
Swiss Plateau/Jura

600m AGL up to 3050m STD

ÅControlled

ÅVFR and IFR

ÅNo ATC clearance required

ÅLarge cloud distance minima Swiss Plateau / Jura

Alps



Airspace Charlie C
Swiss Plateau/Jura

Above 3050m STD

ÅControlled

ÅVFR and IFR

ÅATC clearance required

ÅLarge cloud distance minima Swiss Plateau / Jura

Alps



Airspace Echo E
Alps

Mil ON: 600m AGL up to 3950m STD

Mil OFF: 600m AGL up to 4550m STD

ÅControlled

ÅVFR and IFR

ÅNo ATC clearance required

ÅLarge cloud distance minima
Swiss Plateau / Jura

Alps



Airspace Charlie C
Alps

Mil ON ςAbove 3950m STD

Mil OFF ςAbove 4550m STD

ÅControlled

ÅVFR and IFR

ÅATC clearance required

ÅLarge cloud distance minima
Swiss Plateau / Jura

Alps



Alpentrennlinie

Mil ON
Echo up to FL130
Monday ςFriday
0730LT ς1205LT
1315LT ς1705LT
or NOTAM

Mil OFF 
Echo up to FL150

Echo up to FL100

Higher Airspace



Airspace Structure with CTR/TMA

Swiss Plateau / Jura

Alps



CTR & TMA D
Control Zone (CTR)

GND to upper limit

ÅControlled

ÅVFR and IFR

ÅATC clearance required

ÅLarge cloud distance minima

Terminal Control Area (TMA)

Lower to upper limit

ÅControlled

ÅVFR and IFR

ÅATC clearance required

ÅLarge cloud distance minima

CD



Airspace Golf below TMA

Alps

ÅGolf from GND up to 300m AGL

ÅTypically MIL TMA

ÅOnly south of separation line 
Swiss Plateau/Alps!

DG



TEMPO vs. HX

TEMPO

ÅChart: Thin bright blue ribbon

ÅActivation via DABS/NOTAM
ÅGenerally not active!

Alpnach TMA 2 and 4

Sion TMA 1, 2 and 3

HX

ÅNo specific working hours

ÅCheck status before entry

ÅMaintain listening watch

ÅDeactivation: Same as sur-
rounding airspace G and E



Altitude Limits on Glider Chart

STD: Inverted and italic

Å1013 hPa (transponder display)

AMSL: Italic

ÅQNH (or GPS)

AGL: Height above ground

ÅQNH (visual estimate or GPS)



Danger Area LSD

ÅActivities dangerous for aircraft

ÅNo specific working hours

ÅActivation via DABS/NOTAM

ÅEntry not recommended
ÅLegally allowed



Restricted Area LSR
ÅEntry prohibited (when active)

ÅNo specific working hours

ÅActivation via DABS/NOTAM

ÅAssure deactivation before entry
ÅDesignated frequency

ÅINFORMATION



Flight Information Zone FIZ
ÅFlight information and alerting services

ÅMandatory radio contact before entry
ÅNo ATC clearance required!

ÅMaintain listening watch

ÅAirspace class remains Golf and Echo 

Å{ŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ

Samedan, various airports in Italy



Radio Mandatory Zone RMZ
ÅBlind transmission before entry, 

maintain listening watch

Å{ŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ
Å«see and avoid»

ÅAirspace class remains Golf

Grenchen (without ATC)

Various airports in Germany!



Transponder Mandatory Zone TMZ
ÅEntry only with transponder ON
ÅMode S (i.e. ALT)

Switzerland: TMZ North East

ÅWithout listening watch: Code 7000
ÅVisible to ATC, no traffic information

ÅWith listening watch: Code 2677
ÅFrequency 119.925

ÅTraffic information by ATC



Large Cloud Distance Minima

Airspace classes:

ÅCharlie, Delta, Echo
ÅLSR for gliders within TMA

ÅGolf > 300m AGL (transponder OFF)

Visibility:

Å8km above FL100 (3050m STD)

Å5km below FL100 (3050m STD)



Reduced Cloud Distance Minima

Airspace class: Echo

ÅLSR for gliders outside TMA

Visibility:

Å8km above FL100 (3050m STD)

Å5km below FL100 (3050m STD)



No Cloud Distance Minima

Airspace class: Golf

ÅGND up to 300m AGL

Å300m to 600m AGL (transponder ON)

Visibility:

Å5km

Å1.5km, traffic avoidance ensured
ÅGround surface in sight

ÅMax. 140 knots



Airspace Golf

Airspace Golf

K. Oswald / 

F. Schwerzmann
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LSR for Gliders Outside TMA LSR
Outside TMA

ÅReduced cloud distance minima
Å100 m lateral, 50 m vertical

ÅActive from 1. March until 31. October
ÅSR to SS

ÅMil OFF without approval

ÅMil ON only with specific approval



LSR for Gliders Within TMA LSR
Within TMA

ÅNo ATC clearance required
ÅOnly for gliders and tow planes

ÅRules of airspace class Echo
ÅLarge cloud distance minima!

ÅActivation: See glider chart

ÅMaintain listening watch
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Oyonnax North
2600m

St-ClaudeS& OyonnaxS
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Caption
Glider TMA Genève

Vallorbe & le Brassus:
a) LSR for Gliders

St-Claude North & Oyonnax North:
b) Declassified to airspace Golf

St-Claude South & Oyonnax South:
c) LF-R ςtransit only, clearance required

a)

a)

b)

b)

c)

c)



CTR & TMA Zurich: All HX OFF

Applicability
Normal weekend

Charted HX
LSZH OFF
LSMD OFF
LSME OFF

HX Status
LSMD 127.755
LSZH 129.005
LSME 134.130
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